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to force immediately after the exchange of ratification and will remain in force
until March 31, 1937, The provisions in the protocol relating to the restriction of
the imports of cotton piece goods from Japan hare, however, been given effect
to with effect from January 1, 1934 from which f date the Government of India
reduced the import duty on the Japanese cotton piecegoods the level of that provi-
Fded for in the agreement. The agreement while ensuring the continuance of the
longer established trade connection between the two countries on a basis satisfac-
tory to both, safeguards also the legitimate interests of the cotton textile industry in
India and at the same time secures a stable market for a substantial portion of the
exportable surplus of raw cotton produced in India. This at a time of acute
agricultural distress should prove invaluable to the cotton growers in India who have
been so seriously affected by the world depression,

INDIAN TBADE COMMISSIONERS

You will remember that in 1930 the Government of India with the approval of
the Secretary of State for India sanctioned a scheme for the appointment of Indian
trade commissioners in certain foreign countries with a view to promote the export
trade of India with those countries. In addition to the existing appointment of
Indian Trade Commissioner, London, the scheme provided for six appointments
one each at Hamburg, Milan, New York, Alexandria, Durban and Mombasa. The
office at Hamburg was opened in March 1931 and an officer for the Milan post was
selected on the recommendation of the Public Service Commission.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF INDIA

Further progress with the scheme was held in abeyaney, on grounds of financial
stringency, the officer selected for the post of Indian Trade Commissioner at Milan
being retained in the Commercial Intelligence and Statistics department for a period
of training. Among the plans for the encouragement of !the economic development
of the country my Government have, however, now decided to resume the programme
for the appointment of trade commissioners in foreign countries. As a first step in
that direction it has been decided to open the office of tho Indian Trade Commifl-
Bioner in Italy as soon as possible and with this object Mr. M E. Abuja, who was
selected for tie post in 1931, has been sent to London for a short period of train-
ing in the High Gommiesioner's office before taking charge of his new appointment
in Italy. The question of the appointment of Indian Trade Commissioners at other
places will receive the early consideration of the Government of India.

COLONIZATION ENQUIRY COMMITTEE'S REPOBT

'While still on the subject of affairs which involve contact with the outer
world there are two further matters of interest relating to Indians overseas
to which I wish briefly to allude. I refer, in tho first place, to the report
of the Colonization Enquiry Committee appointed by the Government
of the Union of South Africa which was published both in South Africa
and in this country early in July. The Government have been closely
studying the reactions of public opinion in this country to the recommendations
of the committee. They have also ascertained the views on the report of the Stand-
ing Emigration Committee of the two Houses of the Indian Legislature. They
hope to be able shortly to address the Government of the Uuioa of South Africa
on this matter. In formulating their conclusions it will be their endeavour to serve
the best interests of the Indian community in South Africa.

ZANZIBAR  SITUATION

The second event, to which the hon. members will expect some reference, is the
situation which has arisen in Zanzibar as the result of recent legislation was con-
templated and the time available between its introduction and enactment was inade-
quate for the effects of the various decrees on Indian interests in Zanzibar to be
adequately studied and represented. Therefore, early this month we deputed an
officer to Zanzibar to make investigations. On the receipt of his report the Govern-
ment of India will consider what further action they should take. The hon. mem-
hers may be satisfied that in this, as in other matters concerning the legitimate
interests of the Indian communities overseas, the Government of India will strive
their utmost to uphold them.